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National news reports periodically proclaim that American life is lonelier than ever, and new books on the subject with titles like Bowling Alone generate considerable anxiety about the declining quality of Americans' social ties. Still Connected challenges such concerns by asking a simple yet significant question: have Americans' bonds with family and friends changed since the 1970s, and, if so, how? Noted sociologist Claude Fischer examines long-term trends in family ties and friendships and paints an insightful and ultimately reassuring portrait of Americans' personal relationships.
Still Connected analyzes forty years of survey research to address whether and how Americans' personal ties have changed-their involvement with relatives, the number of friends they have and their contacts with those friends, the amount of practical and emotional support they are able to count on, and how emotionally tied they feel to these relationships. The book shows that Americans today have fewer relatives than they did forty years ago and that formal gatherings have declined over the decades-at least partially as a result of later marriages and more women in the work force. Yet neither the overall quantity of personal relationships nor, more importantly, the quality of those relationships has diminished. Americans' contact with relatives and friends, as well as their feelings of emotional connectedness, has changed relatively little since the 1970s. Although Americans are marrying later and single people feel lonely, few Americans report being socially isolated and the percentage who do has not really increased.
Fischer maintains that this constancy testifies to the value Americans place on family and friends and to their willingness to adapt to changing circumstances in ways that sustain their social connections. For example, children now often have schedules as busy as their parents. Yet today's parents spend more quality time with their children than parents did forty years ago-although less in the form of organized home activities and more in the form of accompanying them to play dates or sports activities. And those family meals at home that seem to be disappearing? While survey research shows that families dine at home together less often, it also shows that they dine out together more often.
Americans are fascinated by the quality of their relationships with family and friends and whether these bonds fray or remain stable over time. With so many voices heralding the demise of personal relationships, it's no wonder that confusion on this topic abounds. An engrossing and accessible social history, Still Connected brings a much-needed note of clarity to the discussion. Americans' personal ties, this book assures us, remain strong. Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Still Connected: Family and Friends in America Since 1970. Try to the actual book Still Connected: Family and Friends in America Since 1970 as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.
Albert Parks:
What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Still Connected: Family and Friends in America Since 1970 to read.
Marisa Carney:
Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Still Connected: Family and Friends in America Since 1970 as your daily resource information.
Donald Freeman:
Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Still Connected: Family and Friends in America Since 1970 suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Still Connected: Family and Friends in America Since 1970is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.
